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PLAYLAND BOATHOUSE RECEIVES RESTORATION AWARD 

 
 The historic restoration of the boathouse at Westchester County’s Playland Park has been recognized by 

a professional architectural organization, the American Institute of Architects Westchester/Mid-Hudson 

Chapter. 

 The 2007 Citation Design Award for architectural excellence in historical restorations and adaptive 

reuse was presented on November 1 to the architectural firm hired by the county, Busing Associates, Architects 

LLP.  The project was coordinated by Westchester County Departments of Public Works and Parks. 

 “Playland was completed in 1928 and is a National Historical Landmark and a National Register Site,” 

County Executive Andy Spano said.  “The park has tremendous historic and emotional significance for the 

people of Westchester.  The boathouse provides a promenade view of the lake and access to the pedal boats and 

cruise that are enjoyed by everyone visiting Playland.  It’s a crucial part of the park and we are pleased with the 

renovation work and the recognition it deserves.” 

 The restoration project cost approximately $1,843,000 and began in October 2006.  Working with the 

county departments of Public Works and Parks, the county-hired architectural firm researched extensively to 

discover the original construction, detail, color, artwork and lighting of the boathouse.  The boathouse was 

largely rebuilt working with materials and systems that are visually identical to the original, but far more 

durable and long lasting.   

Specifically, the project entailed the rehabilitation of the two tower structures at either end of the 

boathouse, including roof and stucco repairs and placement of new windows and doors.  The project also 

included the removal and replacement of the central roof structure and deck, which was rebuilt to replicate the   
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original 1920’s historic structure, and the refurbishing of the original urn lights.  Murals painted on the upper 

part of the structure are identical to the originals.  Even paint colors were replicated from samples of original 

paint taken from various locations in the park. 

 The AIA New York State, Inc. has recognized outstanding works of architecture through its annual 

design awards program each year since 1968.  The purpose of the program is to celebrate achievements in 

design excellence by New York State architects and to honor the architects, clients and consultants who work 

together to create and enhance the project.  The award-winning projects demonstrate creative skill and good use 

of available resources.  Busing Associates works with many public agencies and historic restoration is a distinct 

specialty. 
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